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	Austin, Texas

	Unit Overview

	Unit Title

	The Culture of Me

	Unit Summary

	Students will create a product that illustrates their understanding of their personal culture.  They will demonstrate their knowledge of the elements of culture, assimilation, acculturation, cultural diffusion, and distance decay.  Each student will produce an iMovie, Power Point or published document.

	Subject Area

	Social Studies - World Geography

	Grade Level  

	9th Grade

	Approximate Time Needed 

	Two weeks total: approximately 1 week (5 hours total) of work outside of class and four 50-minute class periods.

	Unit Foundation

	Targeted Content Standards and Benchmarks 

	Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills

World Geography

(16) Culture. The student understands how the components of culture affect the way people live and shape the characteristics of regions.

(17) Culture. The student understands the distribution, patterns, and characteristics of different cultures.
(A)
describe and compare patterns of culture such as language, religion, land use, systems of education, and customs that make specific regions of the world distinctive
(18) Culture. The student understands the ways in which cultures change and maintain continuity.
(A)  describe the impact of general processes such as migration, war, trade, independent inventions, and diffusion of ideas and motivations on cultural change;

(C)  analyze examples of cultures that maintain traditional ways; 

	Student Objectives/Learning Outcomes

	The student will be able to…

· Conduct research using the internet and interviews of families.

· Compile video and photographic artifacts

· Describe their culture and cultural influences in a Power Point presentation, iMovie or published document.

	Curriculum-Framing Questions

	
	Essential Question 
	Who am I? 

	
	Unit Questions
	What is the most influential element of your Culture?

What circumstances cause cultural groups to be more dynamic or more static?

	
	Content Questions
	What are the elements of Culture?

What is the difference between assimilation and acculturation?

What is cultural diffusion?

What is distance decay?

	Assessment Plan

	Assessment Timeline

	Before project work begins

Students work on projects and complete tasks

After project work is completed

· K-W-L to determine background knowledge and generate curiosity.

· Power Point presentation to guage student needs.

· Checklists will inform students of steps and due dates.

· iMovie checklist

· Power Point checklist 

· Student & teacher conferences.

· Students storyboard iMovie/Power Point.

· Students will work on a Learning Log or a Blog which will be checked regularly.

· Group/self assessment.

· Structured interviews with teacher prior to presentations and finalization of products.

· Group/self assessment.

· Presentation of Power Point or iMovie to the class.



	Assessment Summary

	Students will have a series of checklists to help them complete their work.  They will also record their progress daily on either a learning log or a blog.  I will check the blogs regularly to see how students are progressing and to get feedback about the project.  Finally, students will receive a rubric before the project begins to see how their final product will be graded.

	Unit Details

	Prerequisite Skills

	Students need to have the necessary skills to find pictures and videos on the internet.  They also will need to have a working knowledge of Power Point and/or iMovie.  They will be provided with tutorials prior to the time when we begin work.


	Instructional Procedures

	1. Students collect information and artifacts about their culture from family and friends.

2. Students storyboard their iMovie/Power Point.

3. Students film needed clips for their iMovie/Power Point.

4. Students add visuals and sounds to their iMovie/Power Point.
5. Students present their movies/slide shows to the class.

	Accommodations for Differentiated Instruction

	
	Resource Student
	Students will receive additional assistance from myself, our social studies consulting teacher and/or the classroom aide I have in my academic classes.  I may also eliminate some elements of the project and focus on the basics.  I will extend time if needed and pair up students when needed.

	
	Nonnative English Speaker
	I do not have any LEP students currently enrolled in my class.  If I did, I would work with their ESL teacher to get additional assistance.

	
	Gifted Student
	Gifted students will have ample opportunity to do additional research on their personal culture.  They can also add extra elements and/or length to their iMovie/Power Point.   

	Materials and Resources Required For Unit

	Technology – Hardware (Click boxes of all equipment needed)             


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computer(s) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Digital Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 DVD Player

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Connection 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Laser Disk

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Printer 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Projection System 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Scanner 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Television 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 VCR 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Conferencing Equip.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other microphone/headset

	Technology – Software (Click boxes of all software needed.)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Database/Spreadsheet 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Desktop Publishing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 E-mail Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Encyclopedia on CD-ROM 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Image Processing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Web Browser 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Multimedia 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Web Page Development 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Word Processing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other iMovie, Power Point 


	Printed Materials
	There are no print materials needed.

	Supplies
	We’ll need a variety of handouts including, but not limited to checklists, storyboards, rubrics and help sheets.  We’ll also need unused DVDs to make copies of the finished products.

	Internet Resources
	One website that I will recommend for video clips will be unitedstreaming.com.  There are no other specific websites that I will be recommending.

	Other Resources
	Donna Marie Miller is our Journalism teacher and I would like her to help me show some samples of student movies.
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